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THE  STATE  OF THE  SCHOOL 
Report  of  the  Chairman  of  the  Board 


MESSAGE 

FROM  THE  PRINCIPAL 


The  Advisory  Board  has  met  each 
month  since  the  year  began  in 
September  1975.  It  has  been  a  good 
year  and  in  this  bilingual  country  of 
ours,  Mrs.  Doupe,  supported  by  a  loyal 
and  devoted  staff,  a  gagne  ses 
epaulettes. 

The  Board  does  much  of  its  work 
through  committees.  Early  in  the  year 
Mr.  Krueger  headed  a  committee  to 
investigate  the  school  lunches  with  the 
result  that  a  new  company  undertook 
the  catering  in  January  1976.  This 
change  has  proved  a  success  and  the 
Principal,  Staff,  and  girls  all  feel  that 
there  has  been  a  marked  improvement 
in  the  quality  of  the  meals.  Mr.  Krueger 
has  also  taken  charge  of  maintenance 
and  effected  several  improvements, 
notably  new  lighting  in  the  library. 

This  year  has  seen  the  fruition  of  Mrs. 
Annesley's  hard  work  on  Publicity  and 
Annual  Giving.  Both  Old  Girls  and 
Parents  have  given  generously  and  the 
members  of  the  Board  are  most 
encouraged  by  this  support.  Everyone, 
Old  Girls,  Parents,  Staff,  and  the  girls 
themselves  owe  a  debt  of  gratitude  to 
Liz  Annesley  and  her  committee  for 
several  years  of  careful  planning. 

Mrs.  MacFarlane  has  guided  the 
Academic  Committee  skillfully  and 
well.  This  Committee  consists  of  the 
Principal,  two  teachers  chosen  by  their 
colleagues,  and  several  Board  mem- 
bers. Curriculum  has  been  discussed 
and  certain  modifications  decided  on 
for  next  year,  especially  the  introduc- 
tion of  advanced  courses  in  Physics 


(PSSC)  and  Chemistry  (Chem  Study). 
The  Committee  has  also  given  advice 
and  support  to  the  Principal  in 
choosing  new  girls  for  next  year. 
Applications  for  entry  exceeded  availa- 
ble places  and  many  candidates  had  to 
be  refused.  Academic  standing  is  the 
chief  criterion  for  acceptance  but  other 
factors  are  also  considered. 

Mrs.  Riesman  and  her  Parents  Com- 
mittee has  continued  to  find  volunteers 
to  work  in  the  library  and  to  take  small 
groups  of  students  in  Oral  French.  A 
group  of  class  mothers  was  organized 
and  met  with  the  Principal  several 
times  to  discuss  mutual  problems. 

The  chairman  of  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee, Mr.  Hendry,  gave  an  interim 
report  on  the  state  of  the  budget  in 
February.  No  prediction  can  be  intelli- 
gent until  the  contract  negotiations 
between  the  government  and  the 
teachers  have  been  concluded  since 
Trafalgar  pays  its  teachers  according 
to  the  provincial  scale.  The  uncertainty 
makes  budgeting  difficult,  but  never- 
theless the  Board  pays  careful  atten- 
tion to  finance  and  in  this  matter  is  well 
served  by  the  Principal,  the  Business 
Manager,  and  the  Finance  Committee. 

Presently  the  Nominating  Committee  is 
at  work  finding  replacements  for  those 
members  whose  term  of  office  expires 
this  June.  I  shall  report  on  this  and  the 
closing  events  of  the  School  in  our  Fall 
Newsletter. 

D.S.  Penton,  M.A.,  LL.D. 


Career  talks  resumed  in  January  for  the 
second  term.  The  girls  heard  Mrs. 
Markowitz  speak  on  Psychology,  Dr. 
Lubert  on  Veterinary  Science  and  Pat 
Lowe  on  Journalism.  All  the  speakers 
were  excellent  and  we  are  grateful  to 
Mrs.  McKenna  and  TOGA  for  arran- 
ging these  talks. 

We  have  been  extending  our  career 
and  academic  counselling  within  the 
school  as  well.  Miss  Templeton  is  in 
charge  of  this  department  and  has 
arranged  visits  from  Admissions  Offi- 
cers of  Quebec  CEGEPS,  McGill 
University,  University  of  New  Brun- 
wick,  and  several  American  Colleges. 
In  addition  she  has  gathered  a  great 
deal  of  information  on  a  wide  variety  of 
career  possibilities  and  educational 
institutions. 

We  are  also  using  the  Student 
Guidance  Information  Service  of  the 
Ministry  of  Education  in  Toronto.  Girls 
send  in  computer  cards  requesting 
information  on  any  one  of  6800  careers 
programmed  into  the  computer.  Each 
girl  receives  her  own  printout  giving 
information  on  that  career  such  as  the 
type  of  work  involved,  qualifications 
required,  where  training  may  be 
obtained,  at  what  cost,  and  so  on.  Next 
year  we  plan  to  expand  our  guidance 
services. 

Eight  of  our  students  entered  the 
University  of  Waterloo  Junior  Mathe- 
matics Competition  in  March.  The  best 
five  scores  from  each  competing 
school  constituted  the  school's  team 
score.  Trafalgar  placed  87th  out  of  901 


schools  across  Canada  which  is  an 
excellent  record! 

Our  entrance  tests  were  held  on  the 
morning  of  March  12.  After  the  tests 
the  applicants  had  lunch  in  the  dining 
room  with  about  fifty  of  our  students. 
The  lunch  was  followed  by  a  tour  of 
the  school.  Our  students  enjoyed 
leading  the  tour  groups  and  answering 
questions  from  the  applicants. 

Lisa  Senecal,  a  Form  II  student, 
represented  Trafalgar  in  the  pre- 
liminary trials  of  the  annual  Rotary 
Public  Speaking  Contest.  She  tied  for 
the  second  place  against  much  older 
competitors.  We  were  very  proud  of 
her. 

The  girls  have  continued  to  do  well  in 
interscholastic  sports.  In  basketball, 
the  Junior  Team  tied  for  first  place  and 
the  Seniors  were  in  second  place.  In 
volleyball,  the  Juniors  placed  second, 
while  the  Seniors  finished  in  third 
place.  Trafalgar  hosted  the  Interschool 
Badminton  tournament  this  year  and 
placed  first. 

The  Annual  Gymnastic  Demonstration 
was  held  on  March  11th  and  12th.  The 
girls  chose  the  Olympics  as  their 
theme.  Under  the  able  guidance  of 
Miss  Layton,  they  put  on  an  excellent 
performance.  The  last  sports  event  of 
the  season  is  the  Track  Meet  which 
takes  place  Friday,  May  28. 

At  the  beginning  of  February,  Forms  I, 
II  and  III  attended  the  second  of  two 
Montreal  Symphony  Orchestra  Con- 
certs at  the  Place  des  Arts.  Later  that 
month  the  whole  school  was  superbly 
entertained  by  a  dramatic  group. 
Theatre  Ten,  presenting  excerpts  from 
Shakespeare's  plays.  On  April  29  an 
excellent  high  school  band  from 
Oakridge  Secondary  School  in  Lon- 
don, Ontario,  gave  a  concert  in  the 
gym. 

Socially,  we  have  been  very  busy,  too. 
A  School  Dance  for  Forms  III,  IV,  and 
V  was  held  on  Friday,  January  23.  On 
Saturday,  February  14,  80  girls 
travelled  by  bus  to  the  Stanstead 
Winter  Carnival  and  Dance.  This  event 
was  such  a  success  that  the  Trafalgar 
girls  reciprocated  by  inviting  the  boys 
of  Stanstead  College  to  a  dinner  and 
rJance  at  the  School  on  Saturday,  April 
10.  The  final  social  event  of  the  season 
was  thfi  Graduation  Dance  at  the 
Mount  Stephen  Club  on  May  7. 


On  May  4th,  Form  IV  spent  the  day  at  a 
conference  on  "People  of  My 
Country"  at  Selwyn  House.  Among 
the  guest  speakers  were  A.M.R. 
Lower,  Irving  Layton,  Therese  Cas- 
grain,  Claude  Ryan  and  Victor  Gold- 
bloom. 

The  final  event  of  the  year  is  the 
School  Closing  on  Friday,  June  11  at 
which  certificates  and  prizes  will  be 
awarded.  The  guest  speaker  will  be  Dr. 
William  Feindel,  M.D.C.M.,  F.R.C.S. 
(Canada),  Director  of  Montreal  Neuro- 
logical Institute  and  Hospital,  who  is 
one  of  our  parents.  The  ceremonies 
will  be  followed  by  refreshments  in  the 
garden. 

Janette  Doupe,  B.Ped.,  M.Ed. 


TOGA 

This  year  we  continued  to  organize 
"Career  Talks"  which  were  held  once  a 
month  at  school  for  the  graduating 
class.  Among  topics  discussed  were 
journalism  and  veterinary  medicine 
which  were  most  informative. 

At  the  Gym  Dem  the  Lucy  Box  award 
was  presented  to  Lorraine  Turcotte.  If 
the  applause  was  indicative  of  the 
consent  of  the  girls,  Lorraine  was  the 
popular  choice.  Incidentally,  we  con- 
tinue to  offer  the  use  of  the  gym  on 
Thursday  evenings  for  badminton  to  all 
old  girls  and  friends. 

In  March  the  School  held  its  entrance 
examinations,  following  which  the 
TOGA  Entrance  Scholarship  was  awar- 
ded to  Heather  McCulloch  of  Christ- 
mas Park  School  in  Beaurepaire. 

In  May  your  Executive  held  a  dinner  for 
the  graduating  class  at  which  2  girls, 
Merilyn  Hodgson  and  Janet  Lewis, 
were  elected  to  represent  their  class  on 
the  TOGA  executive  next  year. 

The  Annual  Dinner  took  place  May  31 
at  the  Montreal  Badminton  and 
Squash  Club.  Our  guest  speaker  was 
Mr.  Peter  Merrill,  a  representative  of 
CO  JO  whose  presentation  was  most 
interesting. 

I  wish  you  all  a  very  pleasant  summer, 
and  look  forward  to  another  year  as 
your  President. 

Velva  Jane  Spence 


REPORT  FROM  THE 
STUDENTS  COUNCIL 

The  Students  Council  has  had  an 
extremely  successful  year.  We  began 
with  our  annual  Bazaar  which  earned 
us  over  $2000.  We  donated  some  of 
this  amount  to  seven  charities,  the  rest 
paid  for  books  and  equipment  for  the 
school. 

During  Spring  term  2  dances  were  held 
at  school;  as  well,  we  travelled  to 
Stanstead  School  to  participate  in  its 
carnival  and  dance.  We  held  our  winter 
carnival  in  mid-February  which  consis- 
ted of  a  day  of  indoor-outdoor 
activities  based  on  "House"  participa- 
tion. 

Many  "free-dress"  days  were  held 
throughout  the  year.  On  these  special 
days  girls  pay  50c  for  the  privilege  of 
wearing  what  they  want. 

In  the  latter  part  of  May  our  Council 
will  hold  its  final  meeting  at  which  our 
President  will  hand  over  the  gavel  to 
Sheryl  Beadle,  next  year's  Head  Girl 
and  incoming  President  of  Student 
Council. 


